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off the floor next week is that change 
in direction. 

Is it everything all of us want? No. 
Are there things in there that we don’t 
like? Yes. But we have to change direc-
tion in this war. It is not going well. 

And you talk to the families and, you 
know, as a Member of Congress, I have 
made the phone calls, other Members 
of Congress have made the phone calls 
to parents. We have been to the funer-
als, and it is not good. And quite frank-
ly, I don’t want to go to any more. But 
I found out yesterday that I have got 
to go to another one. 

This war has got to end, and it has 
got to stop. And what we are doing is 
the quickest way for us to go about 
bringing a reasonable, thoughtful end 
to this war, and that means getting our 
troops out of the middle of a civil war 
in Iraq. 

There are only 2,000 al Qaeda mem-
bers in Iraq. The war on terrorism 
needs to move back to Afghanistan, the 
country that harbored Osama bin 
Laden. And in this bill there is 1.2 bil-
lion additional dollars from the Presi-
dent’s request to focus back on Afghan-
istan, because now Afghanistan, we are 
starting to lose our way in Afghanistan 
now because of the lack of focus. 

So I think it is very important that 
the American people recognize what is 
in this bill. There are benchmarks 
there that the Iraqis need to meet. And 
if they don’t begin to meet them and 
show some progress, we start moving 
out. 

We have had 4 years for them to get 
their stuff together. And for whatever 
reason, they haven’t. And I think, con-
trary to what some of my friends on 
the other side have been saying, and 
the President has said, and people who 
have kids and everything realize this, 
this is very basic, that the President is 
saying, well, if you give them a bench-
mark, then they are just going to wait 
us out, and then we leave, and then 
they will take over, like everything is 
great right now, and then it will get 
bad. But it is bad right now. 

What we are saying is if we commu-
nicate to the Iraqis that we are going 
to stay there indefinitely, then they 
will never get their stuff together be-
cause they are always relying on us. 
And what we are saying is, we are not 
going to be there indefinitely; you bet-
ter start getting along with each other. 

And I hate even saying that because 
I didn’t want this war to happen in the 
first place. Now we broke them and 
now we are saying, get your stuff to-
gether. 

But the bottom line is this, we are 
where we are, and they need to get to-
gether. And the political and religious 
factions need to get together. And if 
they don’t, we need to leave. And if 
they do, we need to leave. 

I think we have spent enough money, 
400, going to be $500 billion in Iraq. $500 
billion. And 3,100-plus lives, 20-some 
thousand soldiers who have been ampu-
tees, brain injuries, post-traumatic 
stress disorder. Enough is enough. 

Enough is enough. It is time to bring 
this war to an end. And that is what 
our supplemental ultimately does. 

And so, in closing, I would just like 
to say, Madam Speaker, that the last 3 
weeks we have had hearings in our 
Labor, Health and Education Sub-
committee, and we have had great peo-
ple testifying on health care in the 
United States, education in the United 
States, very interesting stuff. But 
there are two things that have really 
hit home to me as I was sitting 
through these committees with all 
these experts. 

And we had the education experts 
saying to us that this may be the first 
generation of Americans who will not 
have the standard of living or improved 
standard of living, compared to that of 
their parents. That was one hearing. 

And then the next hearing came in 
and it was the health care experts. And 
the health care experts were saying 
that this generation may be the first 
generation of Americans that do not 
exceed the life expectancy level of 
their parents because of the crisis that 
we are having in health and obesity in 
the United States. Literally, your par-
ents may, if you are a kid, your par-
ents may live longer than you live. 
First time. 

And when you look at the money 
that we are spending to destroy and to 
kill, as opposed to the money that we 
spend to create and to build up, it is 
tragic. It is tragic. And I hate voting 
for this stuff, but we have to because 
we have got to get out of there. 

But the bottom line is this, we are 
spending hundreds and hundreds and 
hundreds of billions of dollars, and the 
Head Start program that helps kids get 
off the ground is being cut by $100 mil-
lion in the President’s budget. We are 
going to fix that. That is not going to 
end up that way. 

But when you look at we are spend-
ing hundreds and hundreds of billions 
of dollars and flatlining funding on pro-
grams like Gear Up and TRIO that help 
young kids get into colleges and that 
we are not covering enough kids with 
children’s health care, I hope we all re-
member this when we get through this 
war and it is time to make the proper 
investments in our country. 

We only have 300 million people in 
this country. China has 1.3 billion. 
India has 1 billion. We need everybody 
on the field playing for us. 

Let’s put this war to an end. Let’s 
bring our kids home with dignity, and 
make sure that when they get home 
these veterans have the proper health 
care that they need and that they de-
serve, and then let’s start making some 
investments into this country so that 
we can be the best that we can possibly 
be. 

Madam Speaker, you can e-mail us at 
30somethingdems@ mail.house.gov, or 
visit us at www.speaker.gov/ 
30something and comment. All of the 
charts that were seen here are on dis-
play on the Web site. 

And with that, we conclude our 30- 
something for the week, and we will 
see you next week. 

f 

VACATING SPECIAL ORDER OF MR. 
POE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
BOYDA of Kansas). Without objection, 
the 5-minute speech of the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. POE) is hereby va-
cated. 

There was no objection. 
f 

PROSECUTION OF BORDER PATROL 
AGENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. POE) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, this after-
noon I want to discuss criminal cases, 
three criminal cases that have oc-
curred in these United States. All three 
of these criminal cases have to do with 
law enforcement officers that were 
prosecuted by the Federal Government 
for alleged crimes that they committed 
on the southern border with Mexico. 
And I want to discuss the facts of each 
of these cases so that we have a clear 
understanding on what has occurred on 
the border and the border war with 
Mexico, and how our Federal Govern-
ment is so relentless in prosecuting the 
border protectors and not prosecuting 
those who come across the border ille-
gally. 

The first case has to do with the Bor-
der Patrol by the name of David Sipe. 
David Sipe patrolled the Texas/Mexico 
border down in what is called the 
McAllen area. Pinedas, Texas, is ex-
actly where it occurred. That is on the 
tip of Texas, on the Gulf of Mexico that 
borders Mexico. 

In April of 2000, he was on patrol, as 
he did for many years, as a Border Pa-
trol agent. And a sensor goes off on the 
border. What that means is that people 
are coming across the border without 
permission, illegals, if we can use that 
phrase. 

David Sipe goes to the area where the 
sensor goes off and he sees 12 to 15 
illegals coming across the border. 
Agent Sipe orders them to stop. 

Now, first of all, Madam Speaker, we 
have one patrolman and 15 illegals. It 
takes quite a law enforcement officer 
to have the courage to stop that many 
people coming into the United States. 
But he did so because that was his re-
sponsibility. 

Three of those illegals, however, ig-
nored Agent Sipe and ran into a brushy 
area there on the Texas/Mexico border. 
He caught those three individuals. And 
one of those individuals who was ille-
gally in the country, a Jose Guevara, 
attacked Border Agent Sipe. And ac-
cording to Border Agent Sipe, Guevara 
was going for the agent’s weapon while 
he was being attacked by this illegal. 

So Agent Sipe pulled out a flashlight. 
It is not just a little flashlight that we 
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